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OUT & ABOUT IN THE VILLAGES  |  A4

Senior writer James Dinan shares 
observations from a day in The Villages.

VERONICA WERNICKE ON AREA NEWS  |  D1
Baker House tours return Oct. 23-24 with  
Spirited Ladies and Gents at the Baker House.
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lifestylelifestylelifeInside
Read poems written 

by local residents, E10

CELEBRITY BIRTHDAYS
Turn on the spotlight and blow out the candles, 
some notable names celebrating birthdays, E2

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
From celebrity news to local happenings, here’s 
the latest happenings in entertainment, E2

HOW TO REACH US
Have a question about Lifestyle section items? 
Email mia.stephens@thevillagesmedia.com.
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Comics E4

Puzzles E5-6

Horoscopes E7

History E7

Advice E8

Poems E10

Spice Up BBQs WSpice Up BBQs WSpice Up BBQs ith
Grilled Chile Rellenos

SERVINGS  |  6

Cut poblano chiles in half lengthwise to create boats for 

INGREDIENTS

    6 large poblano chiles

    2 tablespoons extra-virgin olive 
oil

    1 medium onion, finely chopped

    2 cloves garlic, finely chopped

ENJOY THIS 
RUM WITH 
FRIENDS
Ron Zacapa Rum 

Today’s 
Top Pick

Coming Tomorrow

Monday Night Car Show, 5 to 8 p.m., Brownwood 
Paddock Square, 2705 W. Torch Lake Drive, The 
Villages, free; thevillagesentertainment.com. Some 
cars are popular because of their sleek lines 
or their raw horsepower. Then there’s the Mini 
Cooper, the quirky British automobile that has 
won over countless fans. Come to this show by the 
Mini Cooper Car Club and see if you fall for this 
charmer of a car. At each car show, a different club 
is featured, with cars that the club picks shown on 
that night.

The Villages Heritage Festival, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., La Hacienda Recreation, 1200 Avenida Central. The Villages, 
free; districtgov.org.  Celebrate a variety of different traditions and cultures from around the world during 
The Villages Heritage Festival, which has moved indoors this year. Join fellow Villagers from several resident 
lifestyle groups as they share their traditional music, food, entertainment and more. Visit the website above or 
call 352-674-1800 for more information.

Monday, 10/13
Trivia at Blondie’s, 2 to 4 
p.m., Blondie’s, 1063 Main 
St., The Villages, free; 
thevillagesentertainment.
com. Any bar can have 
a happy hour, but at 
this midafternoon event, 
host Alan Ross presents 
two hours of laughs 
and music and a trivia 
game where offbeat 
knowledge finally gets 
its chance to be useful. 
Teams go head to head 
for bragging rights and 
the chance to have their 
pictures taken with a 
trophy that will appear 
on Blondie’s and Ross’s 
social media pages. 
Visit the website above 
for more.

Wednesday, 10/15
Edgar Allan Poe House, 
Opens 4:45 p.m., timed 
tours 5 p.m. to 7:30 p.m., 
The Tracy Performing 
Arts Center, 2210 Dr. 
Randy McDaniel Way, 
Middleton, tickets start 
at $16; thetracy.com. At 
this event, The Villages 
Charter School pays 
tribute to America’s 
original master of horror. 
Timed tours every half 
hour will guide guests 
as students perform 
skits, many based on 
Poe’s stories. There will 
also be a poetry slam, 
and art show, Halloween 
choral music and 
more. Buy tickets at the 
website above.  

Tuesday, 10/14
Residents’ Information 
Night: Unlocking the 
Villages Community 
and Resources, 7 to 8:50 
p.m., Colony Cottage 
Recreation, 510 Colony 
Blvd., The Villages, free; 
thevha.net. The Villages 
Homeowners Association 
has crated this monthly 
informational event, useful 
for newcomers and more 
established residents of 
The Villages. Learn about 
community resources and 
how the local government 
functions. Find out about 
volunteer opportunities 
in and other ways to 
get involved in your 
community. Doors open at 
6:30 p.m. 

Thursday, 10/16
“Gypsy,” 2 and 7 p.m., 
Savannah Center, 1545 
Buena Vista Blvd., The 
Villages, tickets start 
at a base price of $38; 
thevillagesentertainment.
com. You’ll be swell, 
you’ll be great when you 
let SMASH Productions 
entertain you with one of 
Broadway’s all-time most 
popular musicals. A cast 
and crew of local talent 
will tell the story, based 
on the life of burlesque 
star Gypsy Rose Lee. 
Tickets can be purchased 
at the website above 
or at The Villages Box 
Office locations at Lake 
Sumter Landing and 
Brownwood.

Friday, 10/17
Villagers for Veterans 
fundraiser, 3 to 6 p.m., 
St. Timothy Catholic 
Church, 1351 Paige 
Place, free. Get a sense 
of community with this 
festival that’s raising 
money for a good cause. 
Villagers for Veterans 
is hosting the event to 
support its mission to 
help veterans regain 
their independence. 
Over a dozen local 
entertainers will perform 
during the event.  There 
will be casino games, 
food trucks and a 50/50 
chance drawing. For 
information, email Alan 
at alanrossk@earthlink.
net.

RADIO

WVLG

Listen to FM 102.7, 
FM 104.5 or AM640 
for the latest 
updates on events 
in The Villages.

TELEVISION

VNN

Tune into Xfinity 
Channel 2 or visit 
thevillagesdailysun.
com for a look at 
local happenings.

, /// . . ./ ./

Listen

Watch

Rachel Govola  |  Daily Sun

Daily Sun file photo
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Make it a Great Day!

T E S T  YO U R  N E W S  I Q
—

I N S I D E  T O D AY ’ S  D A I LY  S U N

 A study found that 
blood tests may be able to 
detect who will get which 
disease? Page A21

 Which is not a way 
to teach children about 
investing to set them up 
for success? Page C10

3.

4.

a) Rheumatoid arthritis

b) Lupus

c) Lyme disease

d) Osteoarthritis

a) Teach them to save

b) Give stock as a gift

c) Start an investing account

d) Increase their allowance

 Aircraft manufac-
turer Boeing created 
the role of chief  
aerospace safety 
officer in 2021 
following two deadly 
Boeing 737 Max 
crashes. Page A16 

2.

 A 120-pound critically endangered baby rhino made his public debut Friday at Cleveland 
Metroparks Zoo in Ohio. Which of the following is not one of the names people can choose 
from in a calf-naming contest the zoo is holding? Page A15

1.

a) Makena
b) Kamari

c) Kibibbi
d) Kenza

Sam Darnold 
refused to get 
greedy this 
time around 
and Seattle 
dominated 
both lines of 
scrimmage 
against the 
Jaguars on 
Sunday.

Head out to 
Brownwood 
Paddock 
Square to 
check out cars 
presented by 
The Villages 
Mini Cooper 
Club during the 
Monday Night 
Car Show.
The car show is from 5  
to 8 p.m. during regu-
larly scheduled nightly 
entertainment. Eigh-
teen87 is set to perform, 
and the Mini Cooper 
Club will present vehi-
cles around the square 
starting at 5 p.m.

I N  S P O R T S   |   B1
—
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—

I N  W O R L D  N E W S   |   A 2
—

ARCTIC SEALS, BIRD 
SPECIES ON LIST OF 
THREATENED SPECIES

THERAPY KICKSTARTS 
IMMUNE RESPONSE  
TO CANCER CELLS

The 2025 update to the 
International union for 
Conservation of Nature’s 
list of threatened species 
was released Friday. A17

Researchers success-
fully boosted immune 
response to cancer tissue 
in a study that could 
improve survival. A21

IN THE MIDDLE EAST, TRUMP TO MARK 
CEASEFIRE, RETURN OF HOSTAGES
President Donald Trump is celebrating the u.S.-brokered 
ceasefire and hostage deal between Israel and Hamas 
and plans to urge Middle East allies to seize the opportu-
nity to build a durable peace in the volatile region.

, / .
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Rachel Govola  |  Daily Sun
Linda Standifer, a church volunteer, leads Fruitland Park Elementary School students around the pumpkin patch last 
year at Community United Methodist Church in Fruitland Park. This year’s pumpkin patch is open daily until Oct. 31.

Churches Welcome 
Fall With Fellowship

By CHASITY BOATMAN  |  Daily Sun Staff Writer

From line dancing lessons and barbecue dinners to pumpkin 
patches and inflatable bounce houses, churches across  
The Villages are hosting fall festivals aimed at building bonds 
and giving back. 

While each event offers a unique experience, they all share 
a common goal of welcoming neighbors, fostering joy  and 
reflecting the faith communities’ missions of service.

Lake Deaton United Methodist Church is switching things 
up this year, replacing its usual Oktoberfest with a Fall Fest 
BBQ featuring slow-smoked pork and country tunes.

“What inspired us from the beginning, nearly 14 years ago,  was 
to be a place that reaches out to the community,” said Linda Hunt, 

Please See FALL, A7

Medicare Open 
Enrollment Period 
Begins Wednesday
By MADDIE CUTLER  |  Daily Sun Senior Writer

Medicare’s open enrollment 
period starts Wednesday for 
eligible seniors who are ready 
to sign up or want to change 
their current plans. 

Medicare and Medicaid 
spending is considered 
mandatory by the U.S. 
government, and enroll-
ment and coverage will not 
be impacted by the ongoing 

government shutdown.
More than 5 million 

Floridians are enrolled in 
Medicare, or about 20% of 
the population. 

Organizations like Serving 
Health Insurance Needs 
of Elders, sponsored by the 
Florida Department of Elder 

Please See MEDICARE, A6

Smash Productions will present 
“Gypsy,” the iconic Broadway 
musical about the life of famed 
burlesque dancer Gypsy Rose 
Lee, starting Tuesday night at 
Savannah Center. The show 
features a cast of local talent, 
including a Villages Charter 
School student and her best friend 
as sisters Baby June and Louise.

Please See GYPSY, A8

O N LY  I N  T H E  V I L L AG E S
—

By Taylor Strickland

6,455 20%
The number of people 
who received help from 
Serving Health Insurance 
Needs of Elders (SHINE) 
in 2024. The free service 
is offering counseling 
sessions until the end 
of the Medicare open 
enrollment period Dec. 7. 
People can learn about 
differences in coverage 
plans so they pick the 
right plan for them.

An estimated 20% of Flor-
ida’s population currently 
receives coverage from 
Medicare. There are more 
than 5 million individuals 
who receive some form of 
insurance coverage from 
the government program. 
The Centers for Medicare 
and Medicaid Services 
estimates 34 million 
people will be a part of 
the program in 2026.

%

M E D I C A R E  FAC T S
—

--

BY  T H E  N U M B E R S
—

18-49 18-4950+ 50+

43
27

20 16

28% of U.S. adults say 
they consult astrology or 
a horoscope at least once 
or twice a year, according 
to a Pew Research Center 
survey. Younger adults — 
especially younger women 

— are more likely to believe 
in and consult astrology 
or horoscopes, the survey 
revealed.

Percent of U.S. adults who 
believe in astrology, 2025

Women Men
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“Gypsy” is a Tony Award-
winning musical about an 
overbearing stage mother 
named Rose who is constantly 
pushing her two young daugh-
ters, the talented June and the 
shy Louise, towards stardom. 

It is a tale of ruthless ambi-
tion and the rocky road to 
stardom, where families are 
dysfunctional and friends are 
fair weather. But behind the 
curtain, the actors portraying 
the cast of fame-hungry enter-
tainers couldn’t be farther from 
their on-stage counterparts. 

The Smash Productions 
iteration of the musical stars 
many familiar faces, including 
Deborah Gibbons as Mama 
Rose, Dawn DiNome Wetzel as 
adult June and Pinky Bigley as 
adult Louise, or as history will 
remember her, “Gypsy Rose 
Lee.” It also features talented 
child actors like newcomer 
Aven Wood, 11, who plays Baby 
June, and Sofia Sallee, 11, who 
plays young Louise. 

“The girl who plays Baby 
June won all kinds of dancing 
awards and truly, truly she 
could have done the part on 
Broadway — she’s that good of 
a dancer,” said Bob Stehman, 
the director for the show. 

“Our young Louise was in 
‘The Sound of Music’ and she 
jumped at the chance to try 
out for another show.”

Not only are the two young 
actresses talented, Stehman 
said, but they are also best 
friends and neighbors.

Sofia and Aven met in 
July 2017, when Sofia’s 

family moved next door to 
Aven’s family in Oxford. The 
girls were 3 and 2 years old, 
respectively, at the time. Their 
adventures started with swim 
lessons and mini Jeep rides, 
and continued when Sofia 
joined the Girl Scout troop led 
by Aven’s mother, Ashley Wood. 

Eventually, the girls’ paths 
and interests began to diverge. 
Sofia, who is a few months older 
and a grade above Aven, attends 
St. Paul Catholic School in 
Leesburg and devotes much of 
her time to theater and softball. 
Over the years, she’s partici-
pated in The Sharon L. Morse 
Performing Arts Academy, 
appeared on the Scarlett O’Hara 
stage at Savannah Center and 
went on to win several travel 
softball tournaments.

Meanwhile, Aven, who 
attends The Villages Charter 
Elementary School, discov-
ered her love for dance, with 
her team going on to win 
national titles. 

The girls still spent most of 
their limited free time together, 
creating dances and performing 
scenes that they wrote and 
directed. In 2022, Aven got to 
see Sofia perform in “The Sound 
of Music” at Savannah Center, 
prompting her to consider 
trying out theater as well.

“We are leaders of their Girl 
Scout troop together, and we 
were planning some meet-
ings,” said Meghann Sallee, 
Sofia’s mother. “(Ashley) said, 

‘Oh, what are you doing this 
weekend?’ I said, ‘We’re audi-
tioning for ‘Gypsy,’” and that’s 
how it all started.”

Baby June and young 
Louise start out as vaudeville 
stars, and the roles combine 
Aven and Sofia’s individual 
talents. Aven said she was 
surprised to discover that 
Sofia can dance, and Sofia, in 
turn, said she was surprised 
to discover that Aven can act. 

Stehman describes the girls 
as consummate professionals, 
and their mothers often over-
hear them imitating his direc-
tions during their playdates. 
Aven is also more interested in 
theater now, and she recently 

got to see another perfor-
mance of “Gypsy” in July. 

“We went to New York over 
the summer, and we saw like, 
four Broadway shows, and one 

of them was ‘Gypsy,’” Aven said. 
“It was cool seeing like, me on 
stage, but it was not me on stage 
because I was in the audience, 
but that was my part on stage.”

The girls are very excited 
about their roles and plan 

to continue pursuing acting 
and theater, but most of all, 
they are excited to take their 
next big adventure together. 

“It’s a lot of fun knowing that 
I get to spend time with her,” 
Sofia said. 

Residents can see Sofia, 
Aven and the rest of the cast 
of “Gypsy” starting at 7 p.m. 
Tuesday at Savannah Center. 
Other showtimes are at  
2 and 7 p.m. Wednesday and 
Thursday. 

Tickets for the show are 
$38 and up. To purchase, go to 
thevillagesentertainment.com 
or visit the nearest Villages 
Box Office location. 
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Every Major Brand - Every New Model - Every Style - Every Power & Performance Level ALL ON SALE
& Backed By Our Exclusive Express Care Lifetime Warranty With Lifetime Walk-In Service & Care!

Come Join Our Over 6,000 Completely Satisfied Patients that 
Saved Thousands on their Perfect Hearing Solution Backed 

with the Best Lifetime Walk-in Service & Care in the Industry!
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Take Advantage of Record Breaking Discounts on Virtually Every Brand New “AI” Product!
Special

Limited Time 
Only Offer

Express Hearing is the One Place You Can Try Completely Risk-Free Any & All of the Very 
Latest Newly Released Products Presented by Virtually EVERY World Leading Manufacturer!

Over 200 Popular Models All Discounted & On Sale!

MOST MAJOR INSURANCE ACCEPTED - WE ACCEPT ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS

starting from

ONLY
$129! * 

Check Out Our Fine Selection of  “Like New”  Manufacturer Refurbished & Warrantied
Pre-Owned Hearing Aids. Enjoy All the Advantages of New Without Paying New Prices!

WANT TO 
$AVE
EVEN
MORE?

Rechargeable 
& Battery Operated 
Models Available

*

All The Premium Level Technologies! All With Full Manufacturer Warranties! ALL ON SALE!!!

YES! Trades
Accepted. Trade 
Your Old Hearing 
Products & Save 
Even More!

GET HERE BY 
GOLF CART!
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from the front page

GYPSY
Continued from A1

Eleven-year-old 
Aven Wood, 
center, and best 
friend Sofia, 
11, right, star 
in “Gypsy,” 
presented 
by Smash 
Productions at 
7 p.m. Tuesday 
at Savannah 
Center. 

Taylor Strickland, 
Daily Sun

Qq
Our young Louise 

was in ‘The Sound 
of Music’ and she 

jumped at the 
chance to try out 

for another show.”

BOB STEHMAN
director of “Gypsy” 
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