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Smash Productions will
present “9 to 5: The Musical,”
based on the hit movie,
April 1-3 at Savannah Center.

By MICHAEL FORTUNA
Daily Sun Staff Writer

When Smash Productions
brings “9 to 5: The Musical”
to life, the audience will
hear a live band in the room
as opposed to prerecorded
tracks.

Mary Ann Rockenbach
serves as musical director
and keyboardist for the band,
which features David Flan-
igan on keyboards, Richard
Pilchman on guitar, John
Gaffney on bass and Dave
Caudill on drums.

“I have a terrific band,” said
Rockenbach, of the Village
of Silver Lake. “It makes the
whole production sound better.
If the actors do something
different, we can be there for
them.”

The lead actors in the
production all agree in the
benefits of performing with a
band.

“You can’t beat it,” Dawn
DiNome said.

“Every day you're different,”
Pinky Bigley said. “When you
have a live band, the director
can feel what you feel.”

The resident theatrical
group will present the musical
based on the hit 1980 movie

starring Dolly Parton, Lily
Tomlin, Jane Fonda and
Dabney Coleman at 7 p.m.
Aprill,aswellasat2and 7 p.m.
April 2-3 at Savannah Center.
Bob Stehman is directing the
musical featuring music and
lyrics by Parton and a book by
Patricia Resnick.

he musical takes place in

1979, when office buildings
had “egotistical bosses who
always kept the secretaries
down, even though they knew
more than the bosses did,”
Stehman said.

“The story still resonates
with audiences today,” said
Stehman, of the Village of
Bonita. “People who love Dolly
and the movie will love the
musical.

“Women say ‘we’ve come a
long way, but there still canbe
inequalities in the workplace,”
Stehman said. “This musical
shows that women can achieve
the highest possible goal
professionally, and it’s done
with humor.”

The musical, which features
various styles from country
to swing, builds up the char-
acters’ backgrounds, and the
audience gets to meet the
husbands and ex-husbands of
the main trio.

“It’s a seamless transition
of music and the movie,”
Stehman said.

Deborah Gibbons playing
Violet Newstead, originally
played by Tomlin in the
movie.

I have a terrific
band. It makes the
whole production
sound better. If the
actors do something
different, we can

be there for them.”

MARY ANN
ROCKENBACH

musical director and
keyboardist for the band
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“She’s a very strong woman
who sometimes comes across
as abrasive,” said Gibbons, of
the Village of Glenbrook. “The
songs are alot of fun.”

igley plays Judy Bernly, the
role played by Fonda.
“She’s recently divorced and

trying to find her way in the
real world after being a house-
wife,” said Bigley, of the Village
of Desoto. “She finds her voice
through the others. I have
some personal parallels with
her. I use that as an outlet for
her character.”

Sherry Mistler plays
Doralee Rhodes, the role
Parton played.

“She comes across as being
a bit out there, but she’s
pretty smart and strong,”

said Mistler, of the Village
of Buttonwood. “Doralee’s
a lot of fun to play. People
have one impression of her
because of her looks, but they
figure out that’s not what it’s
all about.”

DiNome plays Roz Keith,
the office gossip queen who
has acrush on Mr. Hart.

“She’s an uptight pain in
the butt, and I love her,” said
DiNome, of the Village of
Mallory Square. “She’s a
tattletale. I live for these roles,
the ones to have fun with. She
makes you laugh.”

Gibbon’s husband, Garry
Gibbons, plays Franklin
Hart, Jr., originally played by
Coleman.

“He’s a sexist, egotistical,
lying bigot,” Garry said. “They

Some of the cast of
Smash Productions’
“9 to 5: The Musical”
meet with the band
March 21 at Big
Cypress Recreation.
From left are Dawn
DiNome, Pinky Bigley,
Deborah Gibbons,
Sherry Mistler and
Garry Gibbons. The
group brings in a live
band to perform for
all of its productions.
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say that to him repeatedly in
the show. Everyone hates him
but Roz. He’s the one everyone
in the audience will love to
hate.”

Garry, who had seen the
movie, tried to bring what
Coleman brought to the
character.

“He was brilliant,” Garry
said. “It’s fun to translate that
to the stage.”

The three leads have
enjoyed working together on

“9to5.”

“Every day the bond grows,”
Deborah said. “I feel more
comfortable talking to them.”

Tickets are $38 and up, and
are available at any Villages
Box Office location or online
at thevillagesentertainment.
com.
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